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CHALLENGES AND ISSUES IN NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020
Dr. Gavit Rajesh S. Head of Economics Dept. Kisan Veer Mahavidyala Wai.

ABSTRACT

Education is the foundation stone of the nation as it plays a powerful role in the growth and
development of the country and its citizens. One cannot deny the fact that education is a
powerful tool and based on the recommendations by a panel headed by Dr Kasturirangan
former chairman of Indian space research former Indian Space Research Organization
(ISRO), the New Education Policy has been drafted that focuses on equity, quality,
affordability, and accountability of education in our country. In this paper, the author is going
to explore about issues and the challenges in the implementation of various policies
mentioned in national education policy 2020, the key areas that remain missing, and the
complexities involved. Last but not the least, the paper also discusses the divide between the
policy and practices together with the recent data statistics. All the details related to the
possible challenges due to the changes in the new education policy have been analyzed in the
forthcoming sections of this paper.

Keywords: National Education Policy, Higher Education, Challenges

I. INTRODUCTION

India has always been a destination for learners all around the world. From ancient sciences
to arts, philosophy, and literature, the country has offered a variety of choices for centuries.
That is why it is also known as the land of learning. With the advent of time, not a lot of
changes in the education system in India have been made to cope up with the outside world.
To boost the growth of the Indian education sector, recently the ministry of education has
proposed the new education policy 2020 which will replace the 34-year-old national policy of
education, 1986. As per Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the new education policy of 2020
focuses on learning instead of studying, goes beyond the curriculum to focus on critical
thinking. NEP 2020 has bought a Paradigm shift starting from changes in the pedagogical
structure to vocational training to higher education. It focuses on the quality rather than the
quantity, more emphasis is given on creativity and understanding rather than Rote learning.
The national education policy of 2020 covers a wide ambit of areas, therefore the
implementation of all of it, all at once is a big challenge.

II. HIGHLIGHTS OF NEP 2020

A. Primary School

1. The new policy targets to achieve 100% gross enrollment ratio in school education by 2030
along with universalization of education from pre-Primary School to grade 12. The 5+3+3+4
curricular structure concerning ages 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, and 14-18 years respectively will
replace the 10+2 structure of the school curriculum.

2. For children up to the age of 8, National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early
Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE) will be established by NCERT for attaining
universal foundational literacy and numeracy in all primary schools by 2025, National
Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy will be set up by Education Ministry.

3. Extra-curricular, vocational, and academic streams in schools will be given equal
importance without any rigid separation. Local language/mother-tongue be used as a medium
of instruction for classes till 5 preferably till 8. This holistic 360-degree multidimensional
report card will track the progress of students within all areas.

4. PARAKH(Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic
Development), a new assessment center that will be set up for improving the system of
evaluation in schools.

5. In consultation with NCERT, a new National Curriculum Framework for teacher
education (NCFTE) 2021 will be established. By 2030, a 4-year integrated B.Ed. degree will
be the minimum degree qualification for teaching Higher Education. B. Higher education 1.
Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education including vocational Education to be raised from
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B. Higher education

1. Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education including vocational Education to be raised
from

2. 263 % in 2018 to 50 % by 2035 and aims to add new seats to 3.5 crores in higher
education institutions.

3. To facilitate digital storage and transfer of credits earned from different HEIs academic
Bank of credit will be established.

4. The new policy provides multiple entry and exit points with certificates at every stage and
envisages multidisciplinary education with a flexible curriculum and creative combination of
subjects.

5. Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities (MERUs), to be established to
provide the best multidisciplinary education of global standards in the country, at par with
IITs, IIMs.

6. The National Research Foundation an umbrella body will be established to foster quality
research across the country and strengthen the overall research ecosystem.

7. The entire higher education excluding legal and medical education will come under the
purview of the Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) which will be set up as single
Apex body.

8. The same set of norms for regulation, accreditation, and academic standards will be
applicable to both public and private higher education institutions.

9. In the upcoming 15 years, the affiliation of colleges is to be phased out and the graded
autonomy concept will be introduced to encourage healthy competition between universities.
10.the National Educational Technology Forum (NETF), will be set up to foster a free
exchange of ideas on the use of technology.

11.Increase in public spending on education from around 4% to 6% of gross domestic product
with the collective efforts of the centre and the state government.

II1. ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

[1] Lack of infrastructure and funding

The national education policy 2020 aims at making our home country a global choice for
education by providing high quality, different variety and dynamic education hub to all the
people in abroad. The policy focuses on raising expenditure in the education sector to reach
6% of GDP at the earliest. The education policy is not a newly structured policy, rather it is a
compilation of different phases. Time by time it has been reshaped, restated and recapitulated
several times. It was first introduced in 1968, restated in 1986, recapitulated in 1992 review
of policy and now reshaped in 2020. Economic survey gives us clear instances about
spending of India on education. As per the 2019-20 economic survey, India spends only 3.1
% of its GDP on education sector even after 52 years since the recommendation. If we dig
deeper, we will able to uncover that although since 2014-15, spending on education has
expanded in total term from 2.8% to meagre 3.1% in 2019-20 yet it has been stagnant at
around 10.5 of the total government budget.

The Centre Government has deduced the expenditure on education as a percentage of budget
from 4.14 % in 2014-15 to 3.2% in 2020-21. Even this budgeted amount will see a further
downfall due to the ongoing Corona pandemic. There is a lot of speculations on how the
government will be financing the increase in 6% GDP when the present condition of the
economy is not as good as it should be. There is no such funding available for such an
increase in India's current education budget. According to Protiva Kundu, a researcher at the
Centre for Budget and Governance Accountability (CBGA), "All the areas are underfunded in
Indian education... our entire education budget pie is very small and stagnant for years,".

[2] Mother tongue as a medium of instruction

The new education policy 2020 has advised that mother tongue / local language/home
language/regional language should be used as a medium of instruction till class 5 preferably
till class 8 and beyond it wherever possible but this new policy comes with a lot of
challenges. Although the government has not made it mandatory but it has lead to a huge
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controversy and left us with a lot of questions. The most common criticism is that it will
widen the gap between those who can communicate in English and those who cannot.
Another challenge is that developing new learning material for languages that have not been
standardized or those that do not have a script will be a tedious task that will require a heavy
initial investment. This poses a serious question on who will bear this additional cost, will it
be the government or the schools or an indirect burden will be laid on parents, or will it be
shared by all of them equally Another point that needs to be taken care of is which mother
tongue/ local language should be used as a medium of instruction in school and which should
not. For instance, students who speak local languages such as Rabha, Santhali, and Nepali
attend Assamese-medium schools in the Kokrajhar and Chirang areas, then these children
who should have benefited from being taught in their home language will lose out, said
Parismita Singh, who works with a Pratham after-school programme that provides support to
children in their mother tongue in tribal and non-tribal rural areas in Assam’s Kokrajhar and
Chirang and the same will be the case with children whose parents have Transferable jobs.

[3] Vocational education and skilling

National education policy 2020 has mandated vocational courses starting from 6th grade and
states that every child will be taught skills like local crafts, carpentry, cooking, gardening, etc.
One of the major challenges with regard to vocational training is the lack of proper resources.
For introducing vocational courses in school, majorly 3 things will be required i.e
infrastructure, set up and trained personnel and the same question arises who will bear these
additional costs because this requires high investment. One of the solutions can be that
schools can do a partnership with local craftsmen who have proper infrastructure and setup.
Though this option is a better one in terms of money saving it also have its pros and cons.
Again the challenge here is that there are risk factors when you take students to these kinds of
places. It is an overhead to school with respect to transportation and that is an overhead on the
parents to pay fees. Also, a lot of time is wasted in travelling if the place is far away given
that school has to cover a lot of syllabus within a limited time.

[4] Lack of trained teachers

NEP 2020 has brought about a Paradigm shift in the way of learning which is a welcome
change. For the foundational years- preschool nursery kindergarten class 1 and class 2, the
school curriculum and pedagogy have been restructured. Experimental learning will be
transacted across the discipline for the preparatory stages of classes 3,4 and, 5. More
Emphasis will be given on subject-oriented pedagogy for classes 6 to 8. Greater flexibility of
subjects selection for classes 9 to 12. For the first time skills will be woven across teaching
strategies, crafts, and practices and will run like a thread through the curriculum. To make
this extremely creative curriculum successful it has to be transacted by the teachers very
effectively and efficiently. The most common challenge we will be facing is lack of trained
teachers. The current uninspiring job profile, exploitation, and disincentivized service
conditions leave the teachers unmotivated and dispirited which in turn affects their way of
teaching.

[5] Digital divide

The new policy emphasizes the use of technology, digital literacy, and coding from an early
age. While there is a ton of spotlight on utilizing technology in each part of the education
sector - teaching, learning, and appraisal, setting up virtual labs, preparing schools, coaching,
and setting up discussions - the strategy ignores the digital partition between the urban and
rural, the absence of advanced foundation and admittance to gadgets/web. All this can be seen
through the lenses of covid 2019, so many students who belong to the rural areas were not
able to attend classes online because they did not had access to mobile phones and internet.
Some students had to travel far away places from home to attend classes because of low
connectivity issues. A rise in the use of virtual platforms not only affects the children
physically but also can expose them to harmful virtual content.

IMPACT FACTOR - 8.014 by SJIF 3 WWww.navjyot.net




(A High Impact Factor, Quarterly, Peer Reviewed, Referred & Indexed Journal)

NAVJYOT /Vol. XII / Issue - III ISSN 2277-8063

IV. CONCLUSION

The New Education Policy 2020 that has been proposed last year is yet to be implemented. It
is an ambitious move to revive the Indian education system with a modern approach. No
matter how good this may look, the implementation of any policy has its own importance. An
efficient implementation can make a policy a huge success and on the other hand, if the
implementation is not good, it can be a huge disaster. The review paper discusses the
challenges and issues in the implementation of NEP 2020. The on-ground reality is that the
most important 3 pillars- infrastructure, funding, and a well-detailed plan strategy are still
missing. Many other factors have been discussed in this review paper and each factor is
genuine in its own term. The analysis of the goods and bads is very important to point out.
The NEP 2020 may look good on the paper but it is much more complicated in a Real-world
environment.
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